
 

 

 Photo: WFP staff in The Bahamas assist with the distribution of FFP-supported ready-to-eat meals.   

 

FOOD ASSISTANCE FACT SHEET 
THE BAHAMAS 

Updated January 30, 2020 
On September 1, 2019, Hurricane Dorian made landfall over The Bahamas, causing widespread destruction, displacement, and disrupting 

food access for a large segment of the Caribbean nation’s population. 
 

SITUATION 

• Hurricane Dorian made landfall over The Bahamas’ Abaco and Grand 

Bahama islands in early September 2019, causing at least 70 deaths and 

destroying livelihoods, homes, and other key infrastructure, including 

bridges, factories, roads, shops, and communication networks, the UN 

reports.  The destruction caused significant population displacement in 

Abaco, Grand Bahama, and adjoining cays. 

• Vulnerable Bahamians who lost their livelihoods in the storm are left 

ill-equipped to cope with rising food prices, decreased access to food, 

and reduced availability of food and are facing severe challenges 

meeting their basic food needs, according to the UN. 

facing severe challenges meeting their basic food needs. 

RESPONSE 

• In response to initial needs resulting from Hurricane Dorian, USAID’s 

Office of Food for Peace (FFP) and USAID’s Office of Foreign Disaster 

Assistance jointly funded the UN World Food Program (WFP).   

 

• FFP provided $1 million to fund WFP’s emergency food assistance 

operations; this funding marks FFP’s first contribution in many years to 

support food security efforts in The Bahamas.  

 

• Immediately following the hurricane, WFP swiftly distributed nearly 

14,000 ready-to-eat meals (MREs) to storm affected individuals in 

Abaco and surrounding islands.  As part of the recovery response, 

WFP shifted its focus to the distribution of food vouchers to almost 

500 vulnerable households for use at a local supermarket, increasing 

beneficiaries’ access to nutritious food such as meat, fish, and fresh 

produce. 

 

• Additionally, FFP’s contribution supported WFP’s logistics coordination 

efforts and services such as emergency telecommunications in support 

of an effective emergency food assistance response.  

 

 

 

 

FOOD FOR PEACE CONTRIBUTIONS 
TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS PER FISCAL YEAR (FY) 

 

 U.S. DOLLARS METRIC TONS* 

FY 2019 $1 million ── 
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FY 2019

Food Vouchers  66%

Complementary Services  20%

Local, Regional, and International

Procurement 14%


