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SAVING LIVES AT BIRTH THE
DEVELOPHENT CHANGE
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OVERVIEW

The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), the
Government of Norway (Norad), the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, Grand Challenges Canada, the U.K. Department for
International Development (DFID), and the Korea International
Cooperation Agency (KOICA) hosted the 8th annual
DevelopmentXChange event for Saving Lives at Birth: A Grand
Challenge for Development.

The DevelopmentXChange is a key feature of the
Saving Lives at Birth (SL@B) program, a community of
diverse innovators who are reducing maternal and
newborn mortality through advancements in science
and technology, improved service-delivery models
and novel demand-generation approaches. Over the
last seven years, SL@B has sourced and supported
115 distinct innovations and seen many receive
global accolades for their achievements.

Below is a look into the 2018 DevelopmentXChange in Washington,
DC. The event brought together some of the most cutting-edge
innovators in the sphere of maternal and newborn health for capacity
building sessions, networking, and meetings with experts and potential
collaborators. On the last day, we invited the public to join us for an
inspiring Plenary, lively Pitch Competition, performance of scenes
from BUMP, and our signature Innovation Marketplace.

LEARN - CONNECT - INSPIRE
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LEARN

The DevelopmentXChange seeks to build capacity and provide innovators with
tools to accelerate the development, implementation, and scaling of their
projects.
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Learn

The remainder of the day focused on understanding an innovator’s
ecosystem and was split up into three sections: The Innovation Ecosystem,
The Financing Ecosystem and the Data Ecosystem:

The Innovation Ecosystem
provided innovators with the
opportunity to do a deep dive on
their markets and customers.
They heard from fellow
innovators on how to assess their
markets , understand their
customers, and key steps of the
country planning process
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CONNECT

The DevelopmentXChange aims to spark relationships and strengthen
connections between innovators and potential collaborators.
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"Before attending, we were currently struggling as to
what are next steps should be to proceed. The
mentor/partner meetings really helped us to talk through

our issues and come up with a good forward plan." -SL@B
Innovator
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Connect

L

Over 200 curated partnering and mentoring meetings in

1 day in between our innovators and over 40
organizations represented by partners and mentors.
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Connect



https://casesmartimpact.com/capital/
https://savinglivesatbirth.net/summaries/2018/593
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INSPIRE

The DevelopmentXChange showcases ground-breaking solutions to address
some of the world's most challenging problems.
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Inspire

"Innovators are risk takers. Once you take the risk, you
have to learn in the process. Be open, be able to share
about the negative and positive... The negative results
will help you think outside of the box." -Monica Oguttu

“With the introduction of the bCPAP in #Malawi,
there is a demand to do more to save newborns after
seeing the difference that technology can make. The
communities are making noise & demanding change
from policymakers” -Queen Dube

“Innovators must focus on the evidence behind the
innovation, ensure there is country ownership & buy
in, & think through the partnerships & people who
need to be involved. “No one can take an innovation to
scale by themselves.” - Koki Agarwal



https://twitter.com/MonicaOguttu
https://twitter.com/hashtag/DevX18?src=hash
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Inspire

Gradian Health Systems took home the first prize
and won sponsored trip to the Grand Challenges
Meeting in Berlin in October to present their
innovation. Simprints was named the runner up
and will receive in-kind strategic
PR/communications consulting from Fenton.

"Going through the process of crafting our pitch has been one
of the most influential exercises we've been through in terms
of our development as an organization. Getting the
opportunity to be coached - and more importantly, to be
forced to think through difficult questions about our model -
helped us crystallize our narrative and ask, which we will use
indefinitely."

Click here to read NPR’s coverage of the event.


https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2018/08/04/634868573/its-shark-tank-for-global-health-inventions
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Inspire

BUMP: Performance from
Ensemble Studio Theater
Mainstage Production

This year's mainstage
production of the EST/Sloan
Project inspired by Jorge
Odon, the Argentinian car
mechanic and innovator
behind the SL@B-supported
Odon Device

"The BUMP performance brought the
story of the Odon device to life."
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Inspire

Following the BUMP production, a panel of special guests
joined us to discuss the inspiration behind the play, the role
of innovation at the intersection of art & science, and the
importance of partnerships to make it happen. Moderated
by David Milestone, Acting Director, Center Accelerating
Innovation and Impact at USAID, panelists included
Courtney Chang, Business Designer, IDEO.org; Gary Cohen,
Executive Vice President of Global Health - Becton,
Dickinson and Company (BD); President - BD Foundation;
Linsay Firman, Director of Play Development and Associate
Director of EST/SLOAN Project; and Jorge Odoén, Creator of
the Odoén Device™
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Thank You

The Saving Lives at Birth Partners would like to extend our

sincerest thanks to all of the sponsors and supporters who assisted
in making this year’s DevelopmentXChange a success.
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www.savinglivesatbirth.net | @GCDSavingLives





