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ASIA   

REGIONAL PROFILE  

Asia is home to more than half of the world’s population and nearly half 

of the world’s gross domestic product. A leading U.S. export market, 

Asia is projected to remain the worlds’ fastest growing region through 

the next decade, presenting tremendous untapped market potential. At 

the same time, Asia grapples with development challenges that threaten 

this promising future. How Asia develops in the coming years will 

directly impact the security and prosperity of the United States.  

USAID partners with countries in Asia to ensure that the development decisions they make today help 

them move forward on their journeys to self-reliance.  

OUR WORK 

Despite significant development progress over the last few decades, nearly half a billion people in Asia 

live in extreme poverty and income inequality is increasing. In addition, human rights violations; 

pandemic diseases; illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing; and wildlife trafficking threaten livelihoods 

and the region’s rich biodiversity that is so important to its long-term growth. USAID’s Bangkok-based 

Regional Development Mission for Asia partners to overcome these and other transnational 

development challenges while boosting partner countries’ capacity and commitment to self-reliance.  
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 Click on this photo. In Ribbon, click on Drawing Tools/Format 

tab > Shape Styles group, select Shape Fill dropdown > 

Picture… > navigate to your photo, click Insert. 

 Click on the large round photo again. In Ribbon, click on Picture 

Tools/Format tab > Size group, select Crop dropdown > Fill. 

You can resize the photo while locking its aspect ratio by 

holding the Shift Key and grabbing the photo’s corner handle. 

You can also use the mouse to drag the photo to desired 

position within the circle shape. Click outside the photo. 

 Add photo credit to the text box at bottom right of page. 

 Delete this instruction text box. 
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USAID assistance helped lead to a ten-fold 
increase in the number of illegal wildlife-related 

arrests and seizures since 2009, saving wildlife. 

PHOTO CREDIT: RICHARD NYBERG, USAID 

 

 
 

 

 

USAID partnerships help to create more 
sustainable and traceable fisheries across the 
Indo-Pacific region, safeguarding food 
sources. 

PHOTO CREDIT: USAID OCEANS/ FRENGKY 
SIHOMBING 

 

 

ECONOMIC GROWTH 

Nearly half of the world’s extreme poor live in Asia. To improve livelihoods, USAID partners with the 

private sector to promote inclusive economic growth. In the Lower Mekong region, for example, we are 

collaborating with U.S. companies like Cisco, Intel and Amazon Web Services to modernize teaching 

methods, giving tomorrow’s leaders the tools they need to be successful in a diverse economy while 

also introducing cutting-edge U.S. technology to dynamic Asian markets. 

VULNERABLE POPULATIONS 

USAID partners with local and international organizations to protect the rights of the most vulnerable 

groups in Asia, including ethnic minorities, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex people, and 

victims of human trafficking. In Asia, the International Labor Organization estimates more than 11 million 

people are victims of forced labor. To date, private sector contributions have helped USAID reach 675 

million people with messages about safe migration through television broadcasts and online campaigns. 

ENVIRONMENT 

Global annual losses from illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and seafood fraud are estimated at 

up to $23 billion annually. To help combat this crime in Southeast Asia — the global epicenter of marine 

biodiversity and seafood production — USAID is working to establish full-chain traceability that collects 

data from each member of the supply chain, from “bait to plate.”  

HEALTH 

USAID’s regional health programs aim to combat transnational health threats. For example, since 2017, 

more than 140,000 people in Laos and Thailand have benefitted from USAID’s HIV programs. Spurring 

local ownership, USAID’s viral screening techniques are now regularly used by health authorities in over 

16 laboratories in 12 Asian countries to identify viruses of pandemic potential. 

 

CONTACTS 

MISSION  

Peter A. Malnak, Mission Director 

Athenee Tower, 25th Floor, 63 Wireless Road  

Bangkok, Thailand 10330 

Phone: +66-2-257-3000 

E-mail: info-rdma@usaid.gov 

 

HEADQUARTERS 

Melissa Kennison, Desk Officer 

U.S. Agency for International Development 
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC, USA 20523 

Phone: 202-712-4521• E-mail: mkennison@usaid.gov 


