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BANGLADESH   

COUNTRY PROFILE  

Bangladesh is a key Indo-Pacific partner in South Asia. With nearly one 

in three people living in poverty, the country faces immense 

development hurdles as it approaches an important crossroads in its 

democratic evolution. The United States partners with Bangladesh to 

overcome challenges that undermine equitable economic growth and 

democratic stability. 

Committed to helping Bangladesh achieve its goal of attaining middle-income status by 2024, USAID 

builds self-reliance by strengthening Bangladesh’s ability to plan, finance and implement its own 

development solutions. 

OUR WORK  

With over 165 million people living in an area the size of Iowa, Bangladesh is one of the most densely 

populated and environmentally vulnerable countries in the world. In response to a humanitarian crisis in 

2017, Bangladesh opened its borders to nearly one million Rohingya refugees from Burma, magnifying 

Bangladesh’s own development challenges. Bolstering Bangladesh’s commitment to development, USAID 

programs focus on food security, environmental resilience, democracy and governance, health, 

education, and humanitarian assistance. 
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In Cox’s Bazar, USAID and the World Food 
Program provide more than 50 percent of all 
food assistance to the Rohingya population. 
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FOOD SECURITY AND ENVIRONMENT 

High population density, loss of arable land and biodiversity degradation threaten millions of livelihoods 

and Bangladesh’s natural resources. To encourage sustainability, USAID promotes biodiversity 

conservation and improved natural resource management of more than 2.5 million acres of wetlands 

and forests. This has helped nearly triple rice production over 20 years and increase farmers’ incomes.  

DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNANCE 

Democratic dialogue is diminishing due to government actions and targeted, extremist attacks. USAID 

programs support an open democratic process, human rights and a holistic approach to counter violent 

extremism within Bangladesh’s social and political context. USAID strengthens democratic institutions, 

helps combat gender-based violence and human trafficking, and empowers workers to be self-advocates. 

HEALTH  

Poverty and other factors often encourage girls to marry and have children at a young age, significantly 

testing Bangladesh’s health care system. With USAID support over the last two decades, Bangladesh has 

reduced maternal and child mortality by two-thirds and has increased access to health services through 

399 clinics – and 10,700 satellite clinics – that cover all of Bangladesh’s 64 districts.  

ROHINGYA EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Since August 2017, nearly one million Rohingya refugees have fled violence in Burma’s Rakhine State to 

Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. USAID provides basic life-saving assistance, including food assistance and 

urgent nutrition services to those most vulnerable, and assists vulnerable host communities through 

primary health services, reading education, and the construction of multi-purpose cyclone shelters.  

CONTACTS 

MISSION  

Derrick Brown, Mission Director 

U.S. Embassy, Madani Avenue, Baridhara 

Dhaka 1212, Bangladesh  

Phone: (880-2) 5566-2000                                      

E-mail: idhaka@usaid.gov 

HEADQUARTERS 

Mackenzie Keller, Desk Officer 

U.S. Agency for International Development 

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC, USA 20523 

Phone: 202-216-3204 • E-mail: mkeller@usaid.gov

 

Funded by USAID, intensive reading programs 
reach over 1.3 million children, giving them the 

skills they need to succeed in school and life. 
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