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BASIC EDUCATION QUALITY AND 

ACCESS IN LAO PDR 

Basic Education Quality and Access in Lao PDR (BEQUAL) is a two-

year activity funded by the United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID). USAID partners with the Government of 

Laos, the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, and 

the European Union to improve literacy outcomes in primary 

schools by strengthening reading instruction, materials, curricula and 

assessment. 

Lao PDR has made good progress in improving access to primary education over the past decade, 

reaching a primary enrollment rate of 98.8 percent in 2015-2016. Despite this achievement, high 

dropout rates, poor school facilities and a lack of teaching and learning resources are limiting 

education outcomes. 

INCREASING ACCESS TO QUALITY MATERIALS FOR 

TEACHERS AND STUDENTS 

USAID supports the Lao Ministry of Education and Sports in its efforts to develop a new primary 

school curriculum as well as teaching and learning materials that are gender sensitive and inclusive of 

disadvantaged groups through knowledge-based and student-centered approaches. The curriculum 

renewal and development of associated textbooks and teachers’ guides are led by the Research 

Institute of Educational Science (RIES) with technical assistance from the BEQUAL activity. 
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ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

The project helps RIES manage and implement a Grade 3 learning outcome baseline for mathematics 

and Lao language. This baseline study uses assessment instruments adapted and based on 

international best practices, with technical support from the Australian Council for Education 

Research. 

MATERIALS DEVELOPMENT AND PROCUREMENT 

USAID assists the Lao Ministry of Education and Sports assess and develop reading and 

pronunciation materials and teachers’ guides and textbooks for distribution to schools nationwide. 

CONTACTS 
USAID Laos 
Alexandria I. Huerta 
Agreement Officer’s Representative 
U.S. Embassy Vientiane 
KM9 Thadeua Road  
PO Box 114, Vientiane, Lao PDR 
Tel: (+856) 21-487-000 
Email: ahuerta@usaid.gov   

http://www.usaid.gov/laos 

Australian Aid 
Davone Bounpheng 
Program Manager (Education) 
Australian Embassy  
KM4 Thadeua Road  
PO Box 292, Vientiane, Lao PDR 
Tel: (+856) 21 353800 x108  
Email: Davone.Bounpheng@dfat.gov.au 

 


