
 

Country Profile 

Cambodia is in its third decade of peace and economic growth. Many challenges remain, 

however, and threaten future progress. Full democracy and human rights have not yet been 

reached. Natural resources are being depleted rapidly, inadequate nutrition has stunted 40 

percent of children and human trafficking driven by poverty is a serious problem. The Unit-

ed States works with Cambodia to address these challenges by building a framework for 

lasting democracy and improving the lives of all its citizens. 

USAID works with Cambodia to improve food security, rural incomes and health services, conserve natural resources, and 

protect the rights of all its citizens.   

OUR WORK 

Cambodia, a country of just over 15 million people in Southeast Asia, has made great progress after 20 years of rebuilding 

from decades of civil war, enjoying steady economic growth rates over the recent decade and significant improvements in 

quality of life. Having once had the region’s highest HIV rate, Cambodia cut its prevalence rate in half from 1998 to 2010 

and has made incredible advances in education and the fight to save infant and mothers’ lives.  

Yet key challenges remain. Political constraints limit human rights and free and fair elections. One-fifth of the population 

lives below the poverty level. Rural livelihoods—dependent on agriculture, fisheries, forestry and other natural re-

sources—are increasingly threatened by climate change. Maternal death rates remain high. While more than half of Cam-

bodia’s population is under the age of 25, the health and education systems are underfunded.  

USAID works with Cambodian and international partners on a range of programs benefitting all Cambodians. Areas of fo-

cus include strengthening democratic governance and human rights, improving health and child development, fighting hu-

man trafficking, alleviating poverty, improving nutrition, increasing agricultural production and food security, and helping 

households adapt to and mitigate the effects of global climate change. 

 

• Over 300,000 youth have participated in 

USAID-sponsored civic courses to help 

them become better citizens. 

• Vegetable farmers’ incomes have in-

creased by 300 percent due to USAID. 

• USAID has helped reduce tuberculosis 

prevalence by 45 percent since 2002.  

• With USAID support, 65,000 cases of 

diarrhea—a leading cause of death 

among children—were treated in 2013. 

• Mobile technology developed by USAID 

partners is raising awareness on safe 

migration to reduce the number of traf-

ficking victims.  
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Better sanitation is one way that USAID helps 

Cambodia fight neglected tropical diseases like 

intestinal worms.  Photo credit: USAID/Solisou Preap 

 

In addition to school, USAID helps children learn 

important life skills like growing nutritious vegeta-

bles.  Photo credit: USAID/Michael Gebremedhin 

 

DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS AND GOVERNANCE 

USAID works with Cambodia’s government and civil society to strengthen key political and civil liberties, increase citizens’ 

participation in the political process, and combat human trafficking. We support organizations that advocate for democracy 

and fair elections and protect the rights of vulnerable populations. USAID’s assistance has resulted in an expansion of citi-

zen expression and media attention to critical land and environmental issues. Women’s political participation is increasing, 

a result of local town hall meetings, debates and training of National Assembly candidates.    

FOOD SECURITY AND ENVIRONMENT 

Under the U.S. Government’s Feed the Future and Global Climate Change initiatives, USAID helps 70,000 farm families 

produce more by introducing improved practices and crop varieties, especially different vegetables, which increases in-

comes for growers by 300 percent. Our programs enable farmers to better adapt to climate change by teaching them to 

grow crops with short growing cycles to help them quickly recover after floods may destroy a crop, and we work with the 

private sector to provide better advice and agricultural inputs to farmers. USAID also reduces the negative impacts of cli-

mate change by supporting local communities’ efforts to conserve forests, which are some of Southeast Asia’s largest.  

GLOBAL HEATH 

Under the U.S. Government’s Global Health Initiative, USAID works to improve maternal and child health as well as     

reduce the prevalence of infectious diseases by helping Cambodia improve health service delivery, enhance clinical skills 

and expand community outreach. With USAID’s help, nearly 3 million poor Cambodians now receive health services free 

of charge through a health financing system supported by the Cambodian government and other donors. USAID is also 

helping contain the spread of drug-resistant malaria and tuberculosis and improve nutrition among children. Through the 

U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, USAID helped Cambodia treat almost 50,000 people and test over 80,000 

pregnant women for HIV, supporting Cambodia’s goal of achieving an AIDS-free generation by 2020.  

EDUCATION 

USAID improves the quality of basic education by improving teaching and management skills. We have helped more than 

81,000 primary and secondary students receive better quality basic education. Also, USAID developed 30 teaching modules 

in skill areas such as aquaculture and gardening to increase the value of education to parents and children.  

KNOWLEDGE AND INNOVATION 

USAID is boosting Cambodian innovation and helping to spread global development knowledge. We support technologists 

and entrepreneurs in creating new solutions to engage citizens and improve education and health through, for example, 

mobile phone networks and social media outlets. 

CONTACTS 

Mission      

Rebecca Black, Mission Director 

USAID/Cambodia, U.S. Embassy Phnom Penh 

No.1, Street 96, Wat Phnom, Daun Penh 

Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

Phone: +855-23-728-300  E-mail: icambodia@usaid.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Washington Headquarters 

Caryle Cammisa, Office Director, East Asian Affairs 

U.S. Agency for International Development 

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC, USA 20523 

Phone: (202) 712-4572  ccammisa@usaid.gov 
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