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KAZAKHSTAN   

COUNTRY PROFILE  

Bordering China and Russia, Kazakhstan, the largest economy in 

Central Asia, is a key strategic partner in promoting democracy and 

advancing stability across the region. To deepen democratic principles 

and increase regional prosperity, the United States partners with 

Kazakhstan to strengthen its civil society, advance private sector 

engagement, boost trade and energy production, combat health threats, 

and foster long-term resilience and self-reliance. 
 

USAID aims to build Kazakhstan’s capacity to plan, finance and implement its own development 

solutions. Strengthening regional stability and prosperity, USAID programs help present a bulwark 

against pressure from malign influencers in the region.  

OUR WORK 

USAID began partnering with Kazakhstan soon after the country’s independence in 1991. Since then, 

USAID has helped to improve health services, increase civic engagement, promote the rule of law, 

diversify the economy, modernize the energy sector, and strengthen water resource management. 

DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS AND GOVERNANCE  
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• Click on this photo. In Ribbon, click on Drawing Tools/Format 
tab > Shape Styles group, select Shape Fill dropdown > 
Picture… > navigate to your photo, click Insert. 

• Click on the large round photo again. In Ribbon, click on Picture 
Tools/Format tab > Size group, select Crop dropdown > Fill. 
You can resize the photo while locking its aspect ratio by 
holding the Shift Key and grabbing the photo’s corner handle. 

You can also use the mouse to drag the photo to desired 
position within the circle shape. Click outside the photo. 

• Add photo credit to the text box at bottom right of page. 

• Delete this instruction text box. 
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USAID partners with Kazhydromet to improve 

weather forecasting and better manage water 

flows to lessen flood damage. 

PHOTO CREDIT: PETRO KOTZE 

 

Limited transparency and government accountability weaken Kazakhstan’s democratic institutions and 

threaten long-term resilience. USAID builds a democratic culture by increasing access to information, 

facilitating civic engagement, promoting an independent judiciary and media, encouraging the protection 

of human rights, and countering human trafficking. For example, USAID supported the creation of a 

Media Literacy Manual for universities using modern best practices and cases from Central Asia to help 

teach critical thinking and digital literacy skills. The manual is now used in 29 universities in Kazakhstan . 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

Overreliance on fossil fuels and a non-diversified economy inhibit Kazakhstan’s ability to reach its 

economic potential. To increase regional trade and connectivity, USAID supports economic cooperation 

among countries in Central Asia while building linkages with the United States, Afghanistan, and beyond.  

USAID helps strengthen Kazakhstan’s renewable energy policies and supply and improve energy 

efficiency. USAID also works with various regional stakeholders to support the sustainable management 

of cross-border water resources. With USAID assistance, for example, Kazakhstan initiated and is 

expanding competitive auctions for new renewable energy projects. In 2018 and 2019, USAID facilitated 

28 auctions resulting in 49 new projects totaling 1070 megawatts estimated at $1.3 billion. In 2020, 

Kazakhstan will conduct a new round of 250 megawatts of auctions. 

HEALTH 

USAID partners with the Government of Kazakhstan to improve prevention, care and treatment 

services for TB, HIV/AIDS and COVID-19. For example, USAID introduced GeneXpert rapid-testing 

machines, manufactured by the U.S. company Cepheid that diagnose TB within hours instead of weeks, 

saving lives and building a healthy workforce. Today, Kazakhstan is using this technology nationwide.  

 

CONTACTS 

COUNTRY REPRESENTATIVE  

Garret Harries, Program Coordinator 

3 Rakhymzhan Koshkarvayev,  

Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan 010010 

Phone: +7-7172-70-2100 

E-mail: gharries@usaid.gov  

HEADQUARTERS 

Office of South and Central Asian Affairs 

U.S. Agency for International Development 

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC, USA 20523 

E-mail: cardesk@usaid.gov 

 

 

USAID supports the Government of 

Kazakhstan’s efforts to respond to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 
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