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Herbert Smith, Mission Dire<\tor ) 
USAID/ Afghanistan V 
Mission Response to Draft SI GAR Report titled 
"Afghanistan's Road Infrastructure: Sustainment 
Challenges and Lack of Repairs Put Nearly $3 Billion 
U.S. Investment at Risk" (SIGAR Report 17-XX 
under Code I 07 A) 

SIGAR/GTonsil Transmittal email dated 03/22/2016 

USAID thanks SIGAR for the opportunity to comment on this report. 
Since 2002, USAID has supported the development of Afghanistan's road 
network, recognizing that roads serve as catalysts for development by 
connecting communities across Afghanistan to public services and 
economic opportunity. The long term goal of both USAID and the 
Afghan government is to establish a self-supporting commercialized 
transportation system. 

As indicated by the USAID assessments in 2012 and 2015 SIGAR cites 
in the audit, USAID transitioned away from road construction to equip 
the Afghan Ministry of Public Works (Mo PW) with the technical 
proficiency needed to operate and maintain Afghanistan's roads. Under 
the National Unity Government, the MoPW has demonstrated a renewed 
will to take on this responsibility, including formally endorsing USAID's 
Road Sector Sustainability Project (RSSP) in June 2016. The newly 
released Afghanistan National Peace and Development Framework 
(ANPDF) specifically identified road sector reform as a key component 
of the energy and infrastructure development growth strategy for the 
country. USAID's RSSP project is designed to assist the Afghan 
government in taking on ownership of Afghanistan's road network 
through the establishment of a Road Authority to manage operations and 

U.S. Agency for International Development Tel: 202-216-6288 / 0700-108-001 
Great Massoud Road Email: kabulusaidinformation@usaid.gov 
Kabul, Afghanistan http://afghanistan.usaid.gov 








